WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A method of delivering hybrid content to a user of a computer system, comprising: 
(a) instantiating a first functional module on the computer system; 

5 (b) commanding instantiation of a second functional module remote from the first 

functional module; 

(c) receiving dynamic content from the second functional module; 

(d) accessing a repository of static content; and 

(e) delivering hybrid content on the basis of the static content in the repository 
10 and the dynamic content received from the second functional module. 

2. The method defined in claim 1, further comprising executing a computer-readable 
storage medium into the computer system, the first functional module being located on the 
computer-readable storage medium. 

15 

3. The method defined in claim 2, wherein executing the computer-readable storage 
medium into the computer system automatically causes instantiation of the first functional 
module. 

20 4. The method defined in claim 3, wherein the repository is located on the computer- 
readable storage medium. 

5. The method defined in claim 4, wherein the second functional module is located on a 
server connected to the computer system via a network. 

25 

6. The method defined in claim 4, wherein commanding instantiation of a second 
functional module remote from the first functional module comprises accessing a third 
functional module remote from the first and second functional modules to determine an 
address and subsequently accessing the second functional module at the determined address. 

30 

7. The method defined in claim 6, wherein the third functional module is located at a 
second address known to the first functional module. 



8 



8. The method defined in claim 4, wherein delivering hybrid content comprises 
delivering selected portions of the static content in the repository on the basis of the dynamic 
content received from the second functional module. 

5 9. The method defined in claim 8, wherein delivering hybrid content further comprises 
delivering part of the dynamic content received from the second functional module. 

10. The method defined in claim 9, wherein instantiating, commanding, receiving, 
accessing and delivering are performed by the computer system. 

10 

1 1 . The method defined in claim 1 0, wherein receiving dynamic content from the second 
functional module comprises receiving dynamic content from a plurality of web sites or 
network location. 

15 12. The method defined in claim 4, further comprising instantiating a third functional 
module for determining whether the computer system meets hardware, software and 
connection requirements for delivering the hybrid content. 

13. The method defined in claim 12, wherein instantiating the first functional module is 
20 performed only if instantiating the third functional module indicates that the computer system 

meets the hardware, software and connection requirements for delivering the hybrid content. 

14. The method defined in claim 4, wherein delivering is achieved via a user interface 
defining at least one visual element defined by a set of parameters. 

25 

15. The method defined in claim 14, wherein operation of the computer system is 
governed by an operating system and wherein the first functional module interacts with the 
operating system to restrict manipulation of the parameters of the visual element by a user of 
the computer system. 

30 

16. The method defined in claim 15, wherein the dynamic content received from the 
second functional module includes new parameters for the visual element, the method further 
comprising changing the audiovisual component of the user interface in accordance with the 
new parameters. 
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17. The method defined in claim 16, wherein the visual element comprises at least one 
window. 

5 1 8. The method defined in claim 8, wherein delivering hybrid content comprises 
triggering a multimedia application on the basis of the dynamic content, the multimedia 
application using the selected portions of the static content. 

19. The method defined in claim 8, wherein delivering hybrid content comprises 
10 performing database management on the basis of the dynamic content, the database 

management using the selected portions of the static content. 

20. The method defined in claim 8, wherein delivering hybrid content comprises creating 
a video stream on the basis of the dynamic content, the video stream using the selected 

1 5 portions of the static content. 

21. The method defined in claim 8, wherein delivering hybrid content comprises running 
an ACTIONSCRIPT™ program on the basis of the dynamic content, the ACTIONSCRIPT™ 
program using the selected portions of the static content. 

20 

22. The method defined in claim 1, wherein the dynamic content comprises at least one of 
dynamic HTML content, database content, streaming video content, MACROMEDIA 
FLASH™ content and electronic commerce data. 

25 23. A computer system configured and adapted to implement a method of delivering 
hybrid content to a user of a computer system, the method comprising: 

(a) instantiating a first functional module on the computer system; 

(b) commanding instantiation of a second functional module remote from the first 
functional module; 

30 (c) receiving dynamic content from the second functional module; 

(d) accessing a repository of static content; and 

(e) delivering hybrid content on the basis of the static content in the repository 
and the dynamic content received from the second functional module. 
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24. The computer system defined in claim 23, wherein the repository is located on the 
computer-readable storage medium. 

25. A software module configured and adapted to implement a method of delivering 
5 hybrid content to a user of a computer system, the method comprising: 

(a) instantiating a first functional module on the computer system; 

(b) commanding instantiation of a second functional module remote from the first 
functional module; 

(c) receiving dynamic content from the second functional module; 
10 (d) accessing a repository of static content; and 

(e) delivering hybrid content on the basis of the static content in the repository 
and the dynamic content received from the second functional module. 

26. The software module defined in claim 25, wherein the repository is located on the 
15 computer-readable storage medium. 

27. A computer-readable storage medium comprising a program element for execution by 
a computing device to deliver hybrid content via a user interface, the program element 
comprising: 

20 (a) program code means for commanding instantiation of a functional module 

remote from the computing device; 

(b) program code means for receiving dynamic content from the remote functional 
module; 

(c) program code means for accessing a repository of static content; and 

25 (d) program code means for delivering hybrid content on the basis of the static 

content in the repository and the dynamic content received from the remote functional 
module. 

28. The computer-readable storage medium defined in claim 27, further comprising 
30 program code means for detecting software components on the computer. 

29. The computer-readable storage medium defined in claim 28, further comprising 
program code means for installing software components on the computer. 
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30. The computer-readable storage medium defined in claim 29, further comprising the 
repository of static content. 

31. A computer-readable storage medium comprising: 

(a) a repository of static content; and 

(b) a program element for execution by a computing device to deliver hybrid 
content via a user interface, the program element comprising: 

(i) program code means for commanding instantiation of a functional 
module remote from the computing device; 

(ii) program code means for receiving dynamic content from the remote 
functional module; 

(iii) program code means for accessing the repository of static content; and 

(iv) program code means for delivering hybrid content on the basis of the 
static content in the repository and the dynamic content received from the remote 
functional module. 

32. The method defined in claim 5, wherein the network is selected from the group 
consisting of a local area network, the public switched telephone network and the internet. 
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